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In October, I commenced my year as an Ambassadorial Scholar at Lancaster University.  I am working towards a Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Studies, an endeavor that has been very challenging, but extremely stimulating.  My courses include an introduction to educational research and a class on contemporary issues in learning, teaching, and assessment.  Even though I am only in class six hours a week, I stay very busy with my studies.  At first I was intimidated by managing so much of my studying on my own, since my undergraduate studies kept me in class at least fourteen hours a week and had regular homework assignments, but I now find that I really enjoy the research that takes up the bulk of my study hours.  I am certainly experiencing the value of self-discipline and setting short term goals, though.  Two essays do not sound like a lot initially, but completing the work behind each assignment does take a lot of time. I have now turned in my first assignments for each class, and I do look back and feel proud of the work I turned in.   It has also been interesting adapting to a liberal arts field.  Coming from a degree in mathematics, I have really enjoyed the discussion based classes and the freedom to direct my own learning through the self-directed studies I will complete over the course of this year.  


Many steps went into preparing for my year abroad.  One extremely helpful event was the orientation for outbound scholars in Nashville.  I really enjoyed meeting other scholars, some of whom I have met again since I have been in England.  I also appreciated hearing from alumni of the program and seeing them give the presentations they gave when they were completing their year abroad.  Outside of the conference, I attended several meetings of my sponsor club (Attica-Williamsport) and toured the Rotary International headquarters in Evanston, IL.  All of these things gave me valuable insight into Rotary, and I feel confident and capable of answering the question that often comes my way, “So what exactly is Rotary?”  My sponsoring counselor, Steve Poston, helped me to prepare my presentation that I am giving during my time in England and gave me helpful feedback for giving an informative and fun talk.  It helped a lot to give my presentation to my sponsoring club before I left.  Now that I have begun giving my presentation to clubs in the Lancaster area, I am definitely less nervous than I would be if I did not have the practice before hand.

The biggest Rotary event I have attended since I arrived was the Link Weekend for Ambassadorial Scholars studying in RIBI (Rotary in Britain and Ireland).  I remember this weekend with a lot of fondness because I had a spectacular time.  With the help of my host counselor, Lyn Summers, I took the train to Birmingham where the conference was held.  Rotarians in the area hosted the scholars for the two nights we were there, so I, with two other scholars, stayed in Coventry with extremely hospitable hosts.  The event included sight seeing around Birmingham via a canal boat and a meeting with the Lord Mayor of Birmingham.  My favorite part was a barn dance that took place after dinner one evening.  It was really fun to learn the English way of something that I love to do in America, and everyone was enthusiastic and excited about dancing.  The conference also included helpful talks from Rotarians and alumni from the scholarship that again offered valuable insight into the experience.

My further ambassadorial activities have included attending some meetings of my host Rotary Club (Lancaster Loyne), and beginning my speaking engagements.  I have liked noting the differences and similarities between the meetings in Lancaster and the meetings in Attica.  I have also spent time working with Rotarians to see if a Rotaract club might be launched at Lancaster University.  I have enjoyed the process and the chance to get to know Rotarians by working together.


Perhaps more importantly, my opportunities for ambassadorial activities occur every day.  In my flat alone, there are women from Greece, China, India, and Zambia.  I have made friends with people from England, Northern Ireland, Germany, South Africa, Cyprus, Norway, and beyond.  Although I knew I would not be the only international student at Lancaster University, I hardly expected such rich opportunities to learn about other cultures and to share my own.  In venues as casual as my kitchen I come to greater international understanding.  For example, I had the honor of preparing Thanksgiving dinner for my flat.  We all shared what we are thankful for this year and I had the chance to not only explain an American tradition, but to give them a chance to participate in it, and have a valuable time of fellowship and discussion of occasions my flatmates celebrate.  We certainly enjoy comparing and contrasting our cultures, learning where and why they are different and the same. I have gained valuable insight into the perceptions of other cultures through these conversations.

My first two months in Lancaster have given me a wonderful impression of my host country and the people in the community.  From the very first day I felt extremely comfortable and at ease in this small city.  As someone who does not like big places, Lancaster is a great fit.  I have been welcomed into several homes to share a meal or spend an afternoon and consistently find amazing hospitality.  I do observe differences from home:  the culture is a bit more sophisticated here.  I have yet to see any students going to class in pajamas, something which is not uncommon at Purdue, where I completed my undergraduate degree!  There is also a lot of truth in the quote from George Bernard Shaw that, “England and America are two countries divided by a common language”.  I find myself incorporating new words into my vocabulary, and realizing that words I commonly use may have another meaning in England.  When I discover those words, I grin and take the teasing, and make a mental note of what I have learned!

My travels have extended beyond Birmingham for the Link conference.  I went to the Lake District with friends towards the beginning of term.  After reading and seeing pictures of this place, I was really glad to finally go there myself.  We had a lovely, drizzly day in Windermere and Ambleside walking around, taking a trip on a boat, hiking to a waterfall, and enjoying one another’s company.  Additionally, I went with two of my flatmates into Lancaster in order to see the fireworks for Bonfire Night.  While it was again drizzly, it was really fun to be in such a crowd of people walking towards the viewing point and to partake in a holiday many Americans have not heard about.  I also took a day trip to Edinburgh, Scotland.  We visited St. Giles Cathedral as well as the Edinburgh Castle. I am looking forward to a holiday in Yorkshire when my family visits over Christmas and to visiting more places over the next two terms.

As I look to the rest of my tenure as an Ambassadorial Scholar, I am excited to think about all the opportunities that lie ahead.  From traveling, to sharing more meals with my flatmates, to getting to know Rotarians and participating in club activities, the past two months show a lot of promise for the rest of the year.  I am extremely grateful to have this opportunity and can tell that it will shape the rest of my life, especially in the sense of becoming a more internationally minded individual who can attest to the value of understanding other cultures. 

